INDO-CHINA AND MALACCA                       293

Mytho to Cantho, from Tourane to Hue and Kwangtri,
from Phanrang to Langbian, and 530 miles are in
progress.

10. Administration.

The Burmese Government was a pure despotism, his
majesty of "the Golden Feet" ruling as an absolute
monarch. Even the British Envoys were required to
appear barefooted1 in the presence of these despots,
whose chief characteristics have too often been cruelty,
licentiousness, and arrogance. Hence while court eti-
quette was rigidly maintained, the progress of the country-
was retarded by the policy of its rulers. Anarchy and
decay were the prevailing features of the regions subject
to the influence of the central government, while the
more remote Shan States enjoyed a comparative degree
of peace and immunity. The resources of the land were
also further drained by the steady migration of the more
intelligent and wealthier classes, who were glad to find a
refuge in the neighbouring province of British Burma.

All this is now changed, and since the unification of
Burma under British rule the country has undergone a
vast change for the better. The population is increasing
twice as rapidly as that of India proper, and material
progress is advancing even at a still more rapid rate. In
Upper Burma the unruly element, represented by numer-
ous bands of dacoits or brigands, has been almost every-
where reduced to order, and nearly all the frontier hill
tribes have tendered their submission. According to the
official reports crimes of violence are less frequent in the
Upper Irawadi districts even than in the older province
of Lower Burma. Since the annexation the internal

1 The great "Shoe Question," which never was settled, is fully dis-
cussed in Col. Laurie's work on AsliA Pyee; or, The Superior Country.
London, 1882.